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The Contracting Parties, 


Noting the great ampenbance o£ the Treaty on 


Principles Governing the Neeio ies of States in 


the Exploration and Use of Qutex Space, Including 


Celas tial Bodies, which enunci- 


the Moon and Other 


ated the principle of rendering all possible assist- 


ance to astronsuts in the event of accident, distress, 


ot 4 


emergency or unintended Landing, of prompt and safe 
retusn of astronauts, and of the return of objects 
launched into outer space, 


% 2 


Desiring to develop and give con 


to these principles, 


e of outer space, 
ox humanity, 


the following: 
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Each Contracting Party which receives information 


ox discovers that the personnel of a spacecraft have 


suffered aceldent or are experiencing conditions of 
distress ox have made an emergency cr unintended land-« 


ng in territory under its jurisdiction or on the high 


i 


seas or in any other place not undex the jurisdiction 
of any State, shall immediately: — 
(a) notify the launching authoxity*, or, 


if it cannot identify and immediately communicate 


63 


with the launching authority*, ane TSE oly malt 
public announcement by all appropriate means of 
communication at its disposal; and 

(b) notify the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations who should disseminate the in- 
formation without delay by all approp uaate means 


* 


of communication 4 
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“The US prep posal launching authority is not agread, 
caer a » Contracting Party on whose 
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Article 2 


eae RS ERS 


TERRITORIAL ASSISTANCE 


unintended landing, the personnel of a spacecraft Land 


© 


in territory under the j jurisdiction of a Contracting 
Party, it shall immediately take all possible steps to 
rescue them and render them all necessary assistance. 
It shall inform the launching authority and also the 
Secretary~-General of the United Nations of the steps 

it is taking and of theix progress. If assistance by 
the launching authority would help to effect a prompt 
rescue or would contribute substantially to the effec- 
tiveness of search and rescue operations, the Contract- 
ing Party shall cooperate with the launching authority 
with a view to the effective conduct of search and rescue 
opexations. Such operations shall Be eis to the 
direction and control of the Contracting Party, which 
shall act in close and continuing consultation with the 


uo 


launching authority.*/ 
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tf information is received or it is discovered 
that the personnel of a spacecraft have alighted on 
the high seas ox in any other place nee under the 
jurisdiction of any State, those Contracting Parties 
wnich are in a position to do so shall, if necessary, 


extend assistance in search and rescue operations for 


uch personnel to assure their speedy rescue. 


Article 4 


RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS 


When the personnel of a spacecraft have made a land- 
ing in distress or an aceldental, or emergency, or unin~ 
territory under the jurisdiction of 


anothex Contracting Party, or have been found on the nigh 
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seas, ox in any other place Bot under tha juris 
f £! oe 
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any State, they shall be sai faly and promptly returned to 


representatives of the launching authority*. 
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“See footnote to Article l. 
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RETURN OF OBJECTS 


REARS eT 


1. Each Contracting Party which receives informa- 
tion or discovers that a space object has returned to 


urisdiction or on the 


Lis) 


Lente 


Earth in territory under its 
high seas or in any other place not under the juris~ 


4 


iction of any State, shall notify the launching author- 


i?) 
ple 
& 


eb 


ity* and the Secretary~-General of the United Nations. 
2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction 

over the territory on which a space object has been 

discovered shall, upon the request of the launching 

auchority*, take such steps as it finds practicable 

to recover the object. 

3. /Upon request of the launching authority, /** 


objects launched into outer space ox their component 


parts found beyond the limits of the launching authorit 


“< 


shall be returned to the representatives of that Contract- 
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rticle 5 (Continued) 


4, Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this 
Avticle, a Contracting Party which finds that a space 
object discovered in territory under its jurisdiction, 
or recovered by it elsewhere, .is of a hazardous or 
deleterious nature may so notify the launching author- 


ity* which shall immediately take effective steps, under 


the direction and control of the said Contracting Party 


a 


to eliminate possible danger of harm. i 
5. Expenses incurred (by a Contracting Party) in 
fulfilliing obligations to recover and return a space 


object under paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article shall 





be reimbursed. 
eae 
*See footnote to Article l. 
“Brackets surround US proposals; = 
parentheses surround Soviet proposals. 
aS 
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/¥or the ened as of this Agreement, the term 
"Jaunching authority" shall refer to the State or 
international organization responsible for launching, 
as the case may be./* 

(The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to 
the personnel of such spaceships, and to such spaceships 
ox other space cbjects, as may be launched by interna- 


2 


tional inter-governmental organizations. 


Any practical questions arising in connexion with 
the rescue or return of the personnel of spaceships, 
and with the saivege or return of spaceships or other 


space objects, launched by international organizations, 


Poe 


* 


shall be resolved by the Contracting Parties either with 
the appropriate international organization ox with one 
or more States Members of that international organiza~ 


tion, which are Parties to this Agreement.) 
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«Brackets surround US proposals; 
parentheses surround Soviet proposals. 





Approved for Release: 2018/02/01 C05101988 


Se ee ee 





‘Approved for Release: 2018/02/01 C05101988 


AAU ACTA eG 


4 00079870D 


Under the provisions of this Article the term space object 
includes manned space ships. The unique character of manned space 
ships requires that these space objects be given extraordinary 
consideration as compared to any other space object. Each Contracting 
Party having jurisdiction over the terriroty on which a manned space 
ship has been discovered shall, upon rendering assistance to the 
occupants, take all practicable steps to promptly recover the space 


ship and return it to the launching authority. This action will assist 


he launching authority in determining the cause of the malfunction 


cr 


which resulted in the space ship returning to earth in a location other 


than, that intended by the launching authority. 
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